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   When an engine stalls or runs poorly, 
it may be a good idea to run a compres-
sion test. This basic test of an engine’s 
internal health is predicated on the fact 
that internal combustion engines rely 
on compression of the fuel/air mixture 
within the sealed cylinders to ignite 
and burn completely in order to drive 
the piston’s upward movement. En-
gines with low/poor compression will 
run roughly, an indication of worn rings, 
which is especially likely in a high-mile-
age vehicle. Low compression may oth-
erwise be caused by burned valves, a 
blown gasket, worn valve seats, or even 
a cracked cylinder head or engine block. 
A compression test will tell if there is a 
problem, which then must be identified 
and remedied.
    An engine is essentially a self-pow-
ered air pump, so it needs good com-
pression to run efficiently, cleanly and to 
start easily. Take the time to have your 
automobile regularly inspected by pro-
fessionals. At PREMIER FORD, located 
at 1300 Airport Road, we have years of 
experience, and can perform all your 
scheduled maintenance. Questions? 
Call 447-6100 today. Open for SER-
VICE: 7am-8pm M-F, 7-3 Sat - SALES: 
9-9 M-F, 9-5 Sat. We are your Ford ser-
vice headquarters. We have provided 
years of proud service to the commu-
nity. We stress integrity in both our sales 
and service. You are our guest, when it 
comes to selling cars or servicing them 
we know how best to help you. If you 
have any questions regarding automo-
biles or servicing vehicles please do not 
hesitiate to ask us. We want to help.

HINT: Engine compression can be checked 
either manually, with a compression gauge, 
or electronically, with an engine analyzer that 
measures cranking compression.

The Red Cross Blood Drive will be at 
the High School all week from 10-5.
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